Cynthia Aldrich

Monolith at Midnight #1
Ceramic
$400

Artist Statement

I have been working with clay for over 48 years. During that time | have always been a
functional potter creating tableware in stoneware featuring blue and cream glazes with flowing
floral motifs. My interest in ceramic sculpture developed after taking a year off from clay. While
taking a Greek archeology class | was presented with images of Prehistoric Goddesses. | spent
the next fifteen years researching these figures from all cultures and working with the images to
create my own interpretations of the Goddess form. In addition to my current figurative pieces, |
have also been working with images of the amazing rock formations of the Southwest. | have
always loved the stark beauty of the desert and my Monolith series is a reflection of the textures,
shadows and colors of these natural formations.



Khaishoon Basrai

ENIGMA
Pencil and Graphite Powder
$350

Artist Statement

| am a physician who immersed info art after taking a drawing class at the Sawtooth Institute of Visual Artin
Winston Salem around 4 years ago. | enjoy dissecting images in terms of shadows and light and sfrive to
create a redlistic image. My favorite animal is a horse and | like fo depict their gentleness but at the same
fime, their power and empathetic nature. | also enjoy portraiture and am developing this art skill.



Lacey Beam Dellinger

g

The Sly Stories We Tell
Collage, Acrylic, and Oil Pastel, Oils
$1,200

Artist Statement

Lacey Beam Dellinger is a North Carolina-based artist and educator whose work explores the
ways humans assign meaning to animals, extinction, and the natural world. Working primarily in
mixed mediqg, Dellinger combines drawing, painting, printmaking, and layered materials to
investigate how humans reconstruct the past and project cultural fears, myths and identities
onto non-human life.

Scientific imagery, museum displays, folklore, and personal observation influence Dellinger's
work. Through textured surfaces and layered symbolism, her pieces invite viewers to consider not
only living and extfinct creatures themselves, but the human desire to interpret, collect, and
control the natural world.



Colleen Black Semelka

Condensation Bowl
Raku Fired Clay
S80

Artist Statement

Clay is my main medium. | love the Raku process and incorporate the philosophy of "perfectly
imperfect" into my art. The relative impermanence of this low fire ceramic technique reminds me
not to be attached to my work or the outcome. | enjoy surprises and the aspect of serendipity
that comes with

BIO: Colleen's roots extend from Winnipeg,Canada to Pittsboro, NC. She has woven a tapestry
through the interplay of various art forms. Early dance lessons provided a rhythmic foundation for
her creativity. In San Francisco she discovered her affinity for Japanese Raku. Her creativity was
enriched by many mentors. Valerie Metcalfe intfroduced her to porcelain artistry in ceramics. The
late Sally Prange of NC, guided her glaze development. At UNC, Chapel Hill Art Professor Nam
enhanced her sculptural prowess. Most fransformative was her learning from Raku master Paul
Soldner. Serving as “special student” she assisted teaching ceramic workshops across the United
States.



Kathy Blackard

In Her Shadow
Oil
$300

Artist Statement

Growing up in Birmingham, Alabama, | enjoyed painting easy art projects as a hobby. It was not
until my late 20's during a trip to Europe that | was exposed to fine art. | was particularly
infrigued by paintings from many of the great Impressionist artists -- fascinated by their expressive
use of simple shapes, color, light and shadows.

My medium is oil and, although | have no formal training, | continue to challenge myself to learn
and grow as an artist. Painting for me is both an emotional and exhilarating journey as | try to fit
together pieces of a painting, much like a puzzle, hoping to achieve a satisfying result that
speaks to me, and, hopefully, to others.



Rusty Branscom

Sweet Pea
Qil and Charcoal on Canvas
$1975

Artist Statement

I'm a contemporary artist working out of my studio in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. | studied
painting at Syracuse University, graduating with a BFA degree, along with further studies at
Rutgers University.

| try to defy classification with my work — a new way of seeing something. | believe art should
be striking. To say it like it's never been said before. |like painting the sensuality of the human
form in a raw, non-idealized way. Or, a face in the crowd, a sky, sea or landscape.

| sketch with charcoal and use oil paint in over-lapping, thin layers to push and smear motion
across the canvas. | paint on alarge scale using bold brush strokes and vibrant colors. | feel this
best plays up the energy, power and movement in my paintings.

My paintings are held in private collections and have been featured in regional and
nafional galleries across the country —receiving awards in a number of international juried
shows.

rustybranscom.com


http://rustybranscom.com

Joshua Braswell

Yellow Rose Forge 51
Digital Photography
$500

Artist Statement

Hello! My name is Joshua Braswell, and I'm a photographer of North Carolina. | was born and
raised in Gaston County, but | currently call Cleveland County my home. Cameras have
allowed me to do things and meet people | never would have thought possible. | love
photography and supporting creative expression in all of its varied forms.

| consider myself to be primarily a documentary/reportage photographer who shoots a wide
range of subject matterin a candid and observational style, with an emphasis on documenting
my home state of North Carolina. My recent project, NC MAKERS, is a series that documents
artists, farmers, craftspeople, and other kinds of creators from around the state. It recently
finished an exhibition at the Gaston County Museum of Art & History and will soon be showing
over the summer at the Arts Council of Moore County's Campbell House Gallery. In addition, a
photo from this project will be shown at the Black Mountain Center for the Arts' Art in Bloom
event.



Cary Caldwell

Meow
Pen and Ink
S175

Artist Statement

This piece was inspired by a cat who would just not leave us alone while we were on vacation.
She just kept coming around and the only way | was allowed to bring her home was to draw her.
I love the simplicity of black and white. | feel that even with the lack of color it says so much.
Cary Caldwell studied art in college at VCU in Richmond, VA. However took another path in her
career. As she got older she started creating more. She has found drawing animals seems to
bring her peace and the best stress relief there is.



Emily Cassidy

Garden Fairy
Soft Pastel
$1200

Artist Statement

I have always had a love and insight for animals (my formal degrees are in Animal Science and
Veterinary Technology); therefore, they are my primary muse. Inspired by an animals’ character
— especially in the eyes - | capture the emotion and communicate it through my work. Through
color, patterns, and light, | create realistic, expressive portraits. My creations allow the viewer to
visually feel the animals’ personality.

I began working in colored pencil in 2020, with little formal art fraining, my thirst for learning more
about the mediums | use and the techniques that go with them is voracious. It is my fraining in
the sciences that allows me to grasp the techniques quickly and in depth. My fascination with
the details is the reason my style leans more toward photorealism. It is also why | especially enjoy
colored pencil as it is a medium that allows for more detailed work.

My artwork can be found in both public galleries and private collection



Lindsey Chester

Barcelona Rooftops
Acrylic Paint on Canvas
$750

Artist Statement

Lindsey earned her BFA at the Mason Gross School of Art at Rutgers University with a focus on
drawing and printmaking. She began painting in 2014 and founded her business, Lindsey's Fine
Art, after Covid.

She creates primarily in acrylic and watercolors, and all images are thoroughly grounded in her
love of drawing, with a firm architecture holding everything together. Her paintings evoke a
sense of place and longing in the viewer.



Marion Cloaninger

Flower Girl
Mixed
S$135

Artist Statement

Spirals, circles, abstract designs, textures and figures have always intfrigued me. | use bright
acrylic colors, make marks and use elements of collage fo bring excitement to a work of art.
Reworking or starting fresh paintings with collage is a new approach for me. | use found or
printfed papers on my Gelli-Plate and then collage them on the surface with nothing particularin
mind. Acrylic paint is used on top on the dried surface to promote unity and then | draw the
figure. | am always drawn to painting female figures that represent confidence and strength,
while being a little wonky. Flowers, objects or fascinators in their hair add a fun and soft element.
My intention is o make art that brings a smile and happiness to the viewer.

Exploring mixed media and beautiful colors is comparable to indulging in good dark chocolate.



Monica Cox

A Shore Thing
Oil
$675

Artist Statement

My true happy place is my studio at home, where my need to create is rewarded with solace,
joy and the ability to express through paint and mixed media.



Michael Cranford

Elemental Portal
Sculpture: Raku, Wood, Plastic, Rubber, Wire, Stone
$550

Artist Statement

Forms of nature are a prevalent theme and inspiration for lots of my work. | love animails so they
frequently get incorporated info many of my concepts. Some of my work can be totally fanciful
and created from whatever whimsy happens through my head.

Materials used can be anything and items others see as junk can become a starting point for
me. | love assemblage art, working with found objects, and the idea of keeping things from
going into a landfill. | also use traditional art products but might even use vegetation out of my
yard. Being a bit of geek | have great fun incorporating old electronic components info my
pieces.

It is invaluable if one of my pieces makes someone smile. Not that it is infended to have a funny
aspect but perhaps it will trigger something so they become inspired to have a positive reaction
to it. Putting a satirical bent on a piece is great fun; especially if it requires a little thought for it to
come alive for the observer.



Billy Cummings

b

First Kiss with Lipstick
Rakuv Fired Clay
$260

Artist Statement

Statement:

| work best when | live close fo the pulse of the place and the seasons, the sun and the moon. |
imagine what | create opens channels for the natural world to speak it's wisdom. Making my
masks requires listening to the stories each of them conveys to the world. Each one has a unique
perspective. | see myself as somewhat of a Shaman who translates between worlds; of what is
and what might be, moving energy through transformation, and find the Raku process an
effective partner.

BIO:

Cummings began working in clay in the 1980's. A graduate of Williams College, he credits his
training in ecology/anthropology and international fravel as contributors to his muse. His passion
to express reflects interweaving of art, activism, concern for individuals and the world and it's
future. He has great curiosity about what makes us different and what binds us together as a
whole.



Arlene Daniel

Sunrise Along a Country Road
Oil
$1500

Artist Statement

Arlene Daniel
Arleneedaniel.com
336-326-6563

Biography

Arlene Daniel is a painter with over 30 years of experience working in oil, acrylic, pastel and
charcoal. Largely self-taught, she has also studied with several nationally recognized artist
including Kenn Bacchus, Scott Burdick, Sue Lyon, Kim English, and Dawn Whitlaw. These
influences, along with years of dedicated practice, have helped shape her distinctive approach
to painting.

Arlene’s work is rooted in a love for capturing light, atmosphere and the subtle color relationships
found in nature. She is particularly drawn to plein air painting, where working directly from life
allows her to experience and translate the fleeting qualities of light and color.

Whether painting landscapes or portraits, Arlene seeks to convey not just what she see, but what
she feels in the moment- the mood of the light, the warmth or the coolness of the air and the
quiet beauty of everyday scenes. Her paintings reflect a lifelong passion for



Kate Eddinger

Jacobean Hare
Mosaic
$250

Artist Statement

My work is comprised of recycled materials that would end up in a landfill. | started mosaic
when | retired in 2021. 1 do most of my work in my studio behind my house.



W. Devaul Emmett

Summer
Clay and Glaze
$575

Artist Statement

ARTIST STATEMENT

The use of color and moments of reflection are relative in franscending one’s soul with the
emotion needed at that fime. Thus, light, reflection, color, and form are important elements used
to convey my thoughts. Mediums, their thickness or texture, are relative also. Sometimes 2 - D
creations incorporate objects or elements that give the painting a 3 - D effect, enhancing
certain shapes and forms that accentuate the theme. My creations are for the viewers' needs at
the time and are an unspoken commentary on my perspective on life.

BIO

I was born and raised in Harlem, New York. | have lived in various states in the eastern part of the
United States. Additionally, 44 states and two other continents — Asia and Africa - are amongst
my travels. They are inspirational sparks fueling my artwork.

| fransitioned from an education career to my passion — Art. My interests are in landscape
painting and ceramics. | earned a BFA in painting from Maryland Institute College of



Barbara Fager

Kitchen Work
Acrylic
$425

Artist Statement

I am an Artist, living in Kernersville NC. After 20 years of hand painted furniture I've moved onto
canvases. | enjoy painting beautiful things around me. A lot of my subjects come from my
Love of nature, beautiful objects and lots of color.



Matt Fasanella

High Country Serenity
Wood Carving / Woodcut
$225

Artist Statement

My name is Matt Fasanella and I'm an artist based in Yadkinville, NC. | create woodcuts but not
in the traditional sense. The carved wood is the art rather than making prints from it. My work
focuses on positive and negative space with the goal to create contrast and draw the viewer in.
Some are very simple while others are more detailed.



Michael Ferguson

Magnolia
Acrylic on Canvas
$3800

Artist Statement

Whether hiking a trail in the mountains, visiting botanical gardens or just walking through the
neighborhood, my connection with nature is what drives my artwork and creative pursuits.My
recent work explores the use of repeating background patterns and images to support and tell
the story of the main subject.

Mike Ferguson is an artist living and working in Belmont, North Carolina. He had a long and
successful career as a designer and business owner in the exhibit industry. His company,
Ferguson Design Inc, was a full service trade show exhibit company that supplied design,
construction, and installation to clients for over 25 years. He decided to leave the exhibit industry
and now persues art full time which includes custom furniture, dimensional wall pieces, and
paintings. Mike has a fine arts degree from the University of NC at Charlotte. He has participated
in many regional art competitions and has displayed several pieces af Bliss Gallery in Belmont.



James Gianforti

Self Portrait (Black) No. 2
Textured Layers Gesso, Oil and Acrylic Paints with
$4000

Artist Statement

My work lives at the intersection of Abstract Expressionism and Japanese calligraphic fraditions,
drawing inspiratfion from shodo, the radical experimentation of the Gutai and Bokujinkai
movements, and the quiet philosophy of wabi-sabi. Each painting is an act of
immediacy—gesture, breath, and movement recorded directly on the surface. Like calligraphy,
the mark cannot be taken back; it is a tfrace of a lived moment.

I work with instinctive brushwork, fractured rhythm, and deliberate emptiness, allowing
imperfection and asymmetry to remain visible. These qualities reflect wabi-sabi's acceptance of
fransience and incompleteness. The canvas becomes a field where control and surrender
coexist.

For me, painting is also a form of survival. As a combat veteran living with PTSD, the act of
making marks becomes a ritual of release and reconciliation. The gestures carry tension,
memory, and silence. In this way, the work tfransforms personal trauma into presence—an
imperfect, honest record o



Rachel J Haungs

Lake Junaluska in Oil
Oil Pastel
$700

Artist Statement

My Colourscapes series communicates grief, awe, and resilience through vibrant landscapes. |
look to the strength in the mountains for grounding, finding comfort in the ancient ridges, awe in
forests, and magic in the clouds that settle in the valleys. Vivid colour and expressive
markmaking shape emotional landscapes that invite viewers to experience the quiet power and
presence of the natural world.

Rachel J Haungs is a mixed media artist from Huntersville, NC with a BFA from Appalachian
State. She works in vivid colour to capture the peace of nature, blending impressionism and
expressionism. A member of the Mooresville Arts Guild, Guild of Charlotte Artists, NoCo Arts, and
American Women Arfists, her notable achievements include the Mooresville Arts 12th and 13th
Annual Winter Juried Exhibitions, Mooresville Arts 47th Annual Spring Fest Judged Fine Art
Show—1st Place Lake Junaluska, NC, AMPED: The Art of Rock & Roll juried show with the
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition.



Michael Henry

Kudu
Acrylic
$6000

Artist Statement

| am a self-taught artist who paints in an intensely detailed style that allows my paintings to be
appreciated on different levels. They should first be viewed from across the room for their overall
beauty, and then inches from the canvas to study the multitude of intricately intertwined
patterns, each beaufiful in its own right, that combine to make up the whole. Images, words and
symbols are also often hidden within the patterns that can only be found by careful inspection
and a keen eyel

Each of the patterns is painted freehand in acrylic, using multiple layers of color to provide
texture, depth and vibrancy.

Sometimes the individual patterns grow into abstract and mystical creations. Other times they
depict places | have visited around the world.

Because of the infense detail and multi-layering of my work, each painting takes considerable
time to complete. Some of my larger paintings take close to two years to finish, working on them
as many as 35 hours a week.



Travis Hicks

Zanzibar's Stone Town Confidantes
Watercolor on Paper
$1250

Artist Statement

Originally from Putnam County, Georgia, Travis Hicks is a watercolorist known for paintfing
architectural spaces—both urban and rural—with a focus on materials, textures, light, and
shadow. Hicks is a signature member of multiple watercolor societies, including the Watercolor
Society of North Carolina, the Southern Watercolor Society, the Georgia Watercolor Society, and
the Watercolor Society of Alabama. As the father of a pediatric leukemia survivor, Hicks also
creates portraits that depict the journey of patients and families affected by cancer which he
wrote about in his 2019 memoir, No Match for Her. Currently living in Greensboro, NC, with his
family of five, Hicks is a Registered Architect, Professor and Head of the Interior Architecture
Department at UNC Greensboro.



Leslie Karpinski

Reaching Towards The Light
Acrylic
$1400

Artist Statement

North Carolina native Leslie Karpinski has devoted her life to painting, drawing, and creative
exploration. A graduate of East Carolina University, where she studied in the Painting and
Drawing Department, her work reflects a deep engagement with the natural world—its
geometry, color, and the tactile surface of the canvas.

Karpinski's paintings are held in numerous regional corporate and private collections, and she
has presented several recent solo exhibitions across North Carolina. In addition to her studio
practice, she has taught both adults and children in a wide range of disciplines, including
painting, drawing, mixed media, surface design, and soft sculpture, and has led workshops
centered on creativity. She is currently developing a dynamic body of work that explores color,
energy, and patterns. Inspired by green spaces, water, and the texfures of the natural
environment, Karpinski's work captures both the vitality of her surroundings and the intuitive
proces behind her art.



Memory of Birds
Acrylics, Gold, Silver and Copper Leaf on Canvas
$950

Artist Statement

After graduating from Wagner College with a degree in Fine Art, | studied painting inAustria and
then established a studio in Marbella, Spain for five years. | exhibited in Antwerp, Belgium,
Madrid, Almunecar and Galleria Phillippe Maeck, Marbella, Spain. My works are in collections all
over the world including John Havlicek, Boston,Yvan Van Outrive, Bangkok, Ann Maytag, New
Mexico, Warren Gold, London, Don Ramon Sorella de Namur, Spain. After | returned to the US |
exhibited in Rhoda Sande Gallery in Manhattan and eventually moved to Winston-Salem, NC. |
currently exhibit at Artworks Gallery in Winston-Salem, NC



Helen Langhorne

Swamp Cabbage
Ceramics
$245

Artist Statement

Helen L. Langhorne, a native of Richmond VA who now lives in Cornelius NC is a lifelong craft
artist. She comes from a family of artists. Her mother, Ruth D. Langhorne was one of the first
watercolorists in the Richmond and a charter artist member of the Virginia Watercolor Society.
Her sister, Corinne L. Geras is a portrait painter in southern California. Helen's daughter, Cary L.
Caldwell (Concord NC) is a fused glass artist (ArtPop Street Gallery Class of 2022), mural, portrait
painter and art quilter.

Helen's creativity is shown in her pottery work, designer jewelry, painting, needlework and
sculpture. She is most noted for her sculptured figures made of polymer clay, one of which is
included in the popular craft book, Finishing the Figure. Presently, pottery is her passion, where
form, function and color all come together.

She was the Craft Director for a chain of local craft stores in Richmond VA and many there will
remember her televised craft show.



Rita Long

Kioku
Watercolor
$400

Artist Statement
My work explores the tension between memory and materiality, using layers, form and especially
color, | create pieces that hover between abstraction and representation.

Member of the Associated Artists of Winston Salem, The AFAS Group and the Yadkin Arts Council.



Sheryl Long

Dunes and Sky
Oil on Canvas
$1100

Artist Statement

| am a self-taught artist who loved to draw as a younger person and after retirement as a RN,
picked up a paintbrush 5 years ago and taught myself how to paint. My medium is oil on
canvas and | love to create landscapes and sfill life paintings.



Rob Manaraze

Long Day's Reward
Acrylic
$975

Artist Statement

My name is Rob Manaraze. | have enjoyed art in various ways for several decades. Beginning in
high school | learned from an inspired art instructor. From the Art Institute of Philadelphia |
graduated with a Visual Communication degree. In my own t-shirt screen printing business |
designed countless designs fo help others promote their businesses. And now | am blessed to be
a fine artist striving to create art of the countless scenes and subjects that make me go "wow." |
particularly love landscapes and natural subject matter. My interest can go from a mountain
landscape to a piece of highly weathered driftwood found on the beach. Please view my
website at www.RobManarazeArt.com to see a culmination of my work and labors of love.
Thank you!



Kristen Maready

Peace of My Ancestors
Oil on Linen
$750

Artist Statement

Kristen Maready lives and paints in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. She began her career as an
elementary school teacher, which provided experiences that have proven essential to her own
education in re-learning how to correctly see and interpret the world in a less-distracted, more
wonder-filled way. Later, she left education to study art formally at Appalachian State University
and the University of North Carolina Asheville. Since then, she has studied extensively under
several accomplished artists and has been painting full-fime since 2013. She delights in
continually learning new things.

She is fascinated by light, both physical and symbolic, and is forever searching for new ways to
see it, capture it, and share it.



Denise Markbreit

Roots & Rain I/II
Woodblocks, Mono Print, Found Object, Cold Wax
$1600

Artist Statement

Denise Markbreit, a native New Yorker arrived in Asheville, NC in 2018 after a three decade long
teaching career in NYC public schools. The concept of a community shared space that
specialized in all things print was a long held dream that got realized with the establishment of
Asheville Print Studio which was located in the River Arts District until Hurricane Helen (9/2024)
destroyed all in her midst. APS was a thriving print studio, school, gallery (45 studios on the roster)
as well as an event space APS specialized in green print practices and served as a hub for the
prinfmaking community in Asheville. Reimagined as Print House post Helene, the ethos remains
and swindling has begun again with added vigor. Denise’s work falls between naturalism,
abstraction, pattern and is informed by a love of all things Japanese. Woodblock, mono print
and mixed media collage with found objects are her primary tools for expression. There is a wabi
sabi approach to her work.



Abigail McCarthy

What Was Really There?
Chalk Pastel
$800

Artist Statement

My name is Abigail McCarthy and | am going into my fourth year at the University of North
Carolina at Asheville with a major in Visual Art with a focus in drawing and a Teaching License. |
am from the city of Winston-Salem in North Carolina where | developed my love for the arts.
From the mesmerizing art at the fair to the galleries and murals of downtown, art is something
that has always surrounded me. Creating art is something | have enjoyed my whole life. Art was
how | expressed myself and processed feelings since | couldn't always find the words.

| enjoy experimenting with many different mediums, but chalk pastels are the ones | enjoy the
most. The art | make comes from a place of curiosity. | want to get to the root of what makes
something unique. My most recent pieces focus on the distortion of imagery through reflections
in water.



Jeff McEntire

Dan River Morning
Pastel
$345

Artist Statement

Jeff has spent most of his life traveling backroads and byways with a camera and sketchpad,
searching for those fleeting moments when sunlight on the landscape transforms otherwise
ordinary places and objects into vibrant compositions of shape, line, and color, and working in
his studio to capture them.

Jeff was born in Boone, North Carolina. He found a passion for art at a very young age and
pursued it throughout his school years. Following high school, Jeff was invited to apprentice with
infernationally known fresco painter, Ben Long, and soon after, attended The Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia.

Later, Jeff balanced what became a career in technology with his love of art, and continued to
produce and show work. Since 2020, Jeff has been pursuing art full-time.

Jeff's work has been shown in various galleries in NC and is in numerous private collections.

Jeff lives with his wife, Jen and their dog Gretchen in Durham, NC and is a member of the Yadkin
Arts Council



Jen McEntire

Wallace
Fabric Mosaic on Canvas
$625

Artist Statement

Jen creates colorful fabric mosaics that reflect the spirit, whimsey and soul of animals.

As a kid growing up in VA, Jen always had some kind of art project in the works. This continued
throughout a rewarding career in workforce development in NC during which she felt the
continuous pull of her creative roofts. In 2021, she decided to change career course and devote
her full attention to the creative process.

Animals had always been a constant in Jen's life and heart--from pets to outside critters, those
on the farm, in the water, woods or desert. Jen had also been fascinated by textiles--their colors,
textures and versatility, and used them in many of her creative endeavors. And so, it was a
natfural evolution to start making art that meshed Jen's love of animals with fabric.

Jen’s work has been shown in various galleries in NC and is in numerous private collections.
Jen lives with her husband, Jeff in Durham, NC, and is a member of Yadkin Arts Council and Fine
Art League of Car



Vanessa Mebel

Out On a Limb
Glass
$1400

Artist Statement

Most of my creativity is inspired by nature and the many emotions that nature can invoke. Most
of my art is lighthearted as | choose to inspire happy thoughts. However, sometimes deeper
emotions are revealed.

| started my artistic journey upon using my 1st crayon. The rest has just been my own personal
progression.



Nadia Ogunfowora

Argus & Anthuriums (Or An Accurately Depicted Angel)
Acrylic + Resin on Canvas
$1000

Artist Statement
| create the art | want to see in the world.

Not so profound, | know. But as | am getting older and the world gets harsher, | think it's
important to be a conductor of joy when you can. That's the kind of art I'm drawn to and
create. There are times where my art may have a layered meaning, but at surface level, | want
to create visuals that bring folks happiness. Pieces that bring you comfort when walk into the
house after a particularly trying day of work. Art that becomes your favorite picture to see on
your morning coffee run. And yes | create art that lends itself to the mythos and magic that is
being black. The gravity defying Afro that reaches for the sun. The fullness of lips that tell you, |
see you and | love you. The grace of hands that nurture and comfort. And yes the hips that
mothered the world. Maybe | am kind of deep after all



Autumn in the Northeast
Oil on Canvas
$1950

Artist Statement

Born in 1941 drawing, painting, making sculpture for the nearly eighty years. In college studied
art history and have taken numerous art courses over the years. Ever since childhood a great
part of my education is the frequent visits to art galleries and museums. | now have made over
one thousand paintings and several hundred sculptures, this was featured in the Winston Salem
journal. | have exhibited locally and are in many private collections. My profession before
retirement was Radiology now Emeritus Professor at Wake Forest school of medicine. Told
radiology was a good choice both working and making images. My work can be viewed at Fine
Art America under Michael Oliphant.



Kenneth Eugene Peters

Southern Stairway
Acrylic on Canvas
$315

Artist Statement

Kenneth Eugene Peters was born and raised in Laurel, Maryland. Upon entering the University of
Maryland, he initially pursued a degree in architecture. After dropping out of college for two
years to work full-time for a suburban Maryland architectural firm, Peters returned to school and
completed a B.A. in art history and studio art. While in college he studied painting with Richard
Klank for two years.

Peters later earned a masters degree in legal and ethical studies from the University of Baltimore.
Career moves took him first to Columbus, Ohio, and then to North Carolina. He has exhibited
throughout the state, and is the co-author of three local history books: “Historic Raleigh” (with
Jennifer Kulikowski), “Historic Photos of Raleigh-Durham” (with Dusty Wescott), and
“Remembering Raleigh” (with Dusty Wescott). Peters resides in Raleigh with his husband, Mike
Dawson, and maintains a studio in his home.



Cheryl Powell

Courtyard
Mixed Media
$560

Artist Statement

My paintings and multimedia collages range from representational to semi-abstract with a focus
on architectural and figurative subject matter.

Things that inspire me are strong dark and light patterns, clean colors, movement and shapes.

| like to find what is notable about a subject and strengthen it through the use of color, values,
composition and simplification.

Cheryl Powell earned her BFA in Graphic Design from CMU and a BA in illustration from Syracuse
University.

She began painting when she moved to Winston Salem in 1978 and was staying at home with
children. In 1985, her new career as a Graphic Designer left little time for painting. That changed
in 1999 when she began to work as a freelance designer. Her focus was on plein air painting,
studio figure drawing and portraiture.

Upon refirement from her design and illustration career in 2015, she set up a studio and began to
focus more on studio work including figurative and architectural subjects.



Sudie Rakusin

“Woman with Goldfinch: She transforms her own dark into her own light. She sees
her private shadows-and loves them” - Molly McCord

Cold Wax and Oil on Wood Panel

$3700

Artist Statement

Being an animal activist and feminist, my artwork flows from what moves me and from where |
find beauty: women, animals, the earth, color, pattern, and light. My art represents the deep
connection | feel with these elements. Through my artwork | create a world as | would like it to
be, where harmony exists between animal and human, and where nature thrives. Art is where |
go for refuge, replenishing, and how | pay homage to what sustains me.

In my cold wax paintings, the properties of this medium fascinate me and keep me curious; how
the underlying layers inform and alter the layers applied over them, how incising and scraping
and glazing make more changes. | know | am wielding the palette knife and mixing the colors,
but what happens on the panel is beyond my confrol. I'm learning how to be fine with the state
of ‘not knowing'.



Teresa Rench

The Unbound
Encaustics
$1850

Artist Statement

Teresa Rench is a contemporary artist working in encaustic, mosaics, and mixed media. Her work
explores identity, emotion, and societal expectation through layered compositions that combine
bold color, texture, and symbolism. Guided by a feminist perspective, she examines themes of
autonomy, perception, fransformation, and the tension between visibility and voice.

Rench is drawn to processes involving heat, pressure, carving, and fragmentation, using these
methods as metaphors for personal and cultural change. Her recent work focuses on
contemporary archetypes and the unseen forces that shape how individuals experience
themselves and one another.

She has exhibited throughout the Southeast since 2016, including shows associated with
ArtFields, the Mint Museum, and regional galleries in North and South Carolina. Her work is held in
private and corporate collections across the United States and internationally.



Harry Respess

Reflections
Watercolor
$2500

Artist Statement

As a self-taught watercolorist, | have discovered many unconventional techniques that allow me
to translate beautiful works of art. My style is detailed watercolor and | approach any subject
from a different view and perspective. | only choose subjects that challenge me and give me
complete self satisfaction!

For most of my life my life, | have suffered from an inherited neurology disorder known as Essential
Tremors. This progressive disorder that effects my hands directly. 2017 | finally had to lay down my
paint brushes set aside my passion for painting. Then after considerable testing by neurologist, |
became a candidate for a brain procedure to surgercally correct my hand fremors.

| can say that the results are nothing less than miraculous. It has renewed my passion with even
greater focus on detail and diversity of subject matter.



William Rothenbach

The Door to Opportunity
Acrylic on Canvas
$1400

Artist Statement

William Rothenbach is an intfernationally recognized and award winning abstract expressionist
artist. His paintings have been exhibited in over 25 galleries and he is a past exhibitor in the
annual Yadkinville Juried Art Exhibition. Using his background in psychology and as a business
executive, his abstract expressionist paintings explore human emotions, life events, the intricacies
of everyday living, and the creative artistic process. His paintings are detailed and emphasize
bright and metallic colors, shapes, acrylics, and mixed media. His paintings have won awards in
both U.S. and international juried exhibitions, have been featured in magazines, on TV, in musical
performances, and in 3 solo art shows. He has been an art lecturer and has appeared on TV to
discuss art. He holds an MA in Organizational Psychology, has faught in college, and has
received Distinguished Alumni Awards from Edinboro University and North Allegheny High School.



Raul Rubiera

The Kiss
Carbon Fiber ASA
$500

Artist Statement

My work is abstract in nature and non-representative. My ideas pop info my mind as | observer
the world around me. The images in my head get fransformed and refined by the actual
process of creation. | take advantage of the three dimensional aspect of the work making sure
that there is a different look to the piece from every direction. | like texture in the work and a
realistic natural finish. Nature is a wonderful creator and | find it is a source of inspiration for my
work.

Raul was born in Cuba and grew-up in Peru. He came to the United States in 1969. He studied art
with emphasis in sculpture at East Carolina University, photography at Rochester Institute of
Technology and Florida International University and filmmaking at the University . He was a
photographer for 40 years, In 2017 he came back to sculpture, this time using a computer to
design them and a 3D printer o make them real. Since the he has been entering shows in North
Carolina.



Saundra Rubiera

Daisy Thinking
Linocut
$430

Artist Statement

Saundra Smith Rubiera is a North Carolina printmaker who works primary in linocuts. She has a
MFA degree in painting from East Carolina University and is a refired art teacher, who taught
students of all ages from pre-K through high school, as well as college and adult education
classes. Saundra has illustrated three published picture books for children and worked for many
years painting murals for their nurseries and playroomes.

| see myself as a storyteller who uses pictures instead of words. | find stories in the ordinary objects
we use everyday and in the memories they evoke. | use linocut prints to tell these stories
because | like the dynamic, vigorous lines, patterns, and textures that linocut brings to my work. |
like the simplicity of black ink on white paper. Linocut is a very tactile process. The tools are
sharp. Skill is required to control their movement. Any moment, a tool can slip and cut away a
line. | am forced to focus, almost in meditation. | like that too.



Melissa Katherine Smith

Calm Rigor
Watercolor, Pastel, Starch, Charcoal
$800

Artist Statement
Fragmented Realism by Melissa Katherine

Melissa Katherine's work focuses on mixed-media works on paper that feature the female figure
immersed in densely layered, luminous surroundings. These fragmented figures demonstrate a
contemporary re-envisioning of the human form made more striking — and more vulnerable —
through infusion in textured, abstract space.

Email: www.artofallowance.com
Instagram: art_of_allowance
Website: www.artofallowance.com



Rhonda Smith

Soaring High
Acrylic
$595

Artist Statement

Artist Bio

Rhonda Brush Smith is a North Carolina artist whose work explores color, movement, and the
beauty of everyday life. Beginning with colored pencil studies and later expanding into acrylic
and oil painting, her artistic journey blends observation with expressive brushwork and rich color.
A professional musician as well as a visual artist, Smith brings rhythm, emotion, and discipline into
her painting practice. Her work has been exhibited throughout western North Caroling, including
Full Circle Arts, Red Awning Gallery, and regional libraries. She is the creator of Color Me Wild, an
evolving body of work and community art inifiative celebrating expressive color and creative
exploration.

Artist Statement

I am inspired by the beauty found in ordinary moments—light across a face, the character of a
flower, or the energy of movement. Through expressive brushwork and vibrant color, | seek to
create paintings that invite viewers to pause, look closely, and discover joy!



Look! A Shark's Tooth
Mixed Media Consisting of Acrylic Paint and Shells & Tooth
$125

Artist Statement

I am a multimedia artist. My specialty is watercolor. | have taught several classes from beginner
to advanced. Last year | underwent several spine surgeries, one of which was a vertebrae
replacement in my neck. That procedure caused numbness and stiffness in both arms and
hands. It has taken months of rehabilitation to be able to paint again (and, | still cannot walk
unassisted.)

I am applying to the juried show with work that | recently completed. | hope that you find my
work worthy.

Thank you, Sam Stitcher



Sally Terrell

How Does This Work?
Scratchboard
$325

Artist Statement

I was a high school foreign language teacher for 36 years and was fortunate enough to be able
to teach art the last three. | have always been ‘crafty’, but | did not do any serious art until we
moved to North Carolina. At that point | experimented with many mediums. | love felt art and
pastels because | was drawn to their vivid colors. But Scratchboard intrigues me the most. | am
amazed at what can be created on an inked board with a variety of tools, like Xacto knives,
tattoo needles, fiber brushes, and sandpaper. It is the perfect medium to play with the values of
light and dark to create a very dramatic piece. | enjoy doing animals, especially birds, and
scratchboard allows me to present them in a very realistic way. | have fun putting them in
unique situations, which | hope makes the viewer smile.

| am a Signature Scratchboard Artist in the International Society of Scratchboard Artists and
have been serving on the board for six years.



Courtney Tomchik

Spicket
Mixed Media
S$325

Artist Statement

I grew up in the western North Carolina mountains and have always been inspired with textures
and forms in nature. My work reflects natural colors in which | have formulated and mixed my
glazes to have earthy tones. | raku fire my work and that is where the iredisence and variation in
colors come from. Once fired my work evolves into one of a kind beauty. | often use found
objects to create more interest and conversation. These are a new series of 3d sculptures that |
have been making.



Ray Travis

Strength and Beauty
Oil
$1000

Artist Statement

[ was born in North Carolina and spent most of my youth in Newton, NC. | began drawing in
grade school. | started working with pastels and watercolor in high school

| joined the Navy and was lucky enough to spend my whole Navy career in Thurso, Scotland.
I returned to Scotland years later and was inspired to take up watercolors again to capture the
stark beauty of the landscape.

| moved to Winston Salem, North Carolina in 1999.

I've had a one-man show in watercolors and won several awards with watercolors.
| have been juried in shows at Yadkin Arts Council and Associated Artists Winston Salem and won
several awards with Raku pottery and oil portrait paintings.

I've taken workshops in oil painting with Anna Koster, Sue Lyon, Scoftt Burdick, Louis Escobedo,
Maggie Siner, Patfty Sheets, and in plein aire painting with Craig Richards, a workshop withArlene
Daniels in pastels and Alex Powers in watercolors. | took classes in poftery at Sawtooth Center
an



Mike Wurman

Rebirth - Max Patch
Pastel
$2500

Artist Statement

Artis not just a product of creativity; it is an expression of experiences. When | paint, I'm not
merely capturing the beauty of what | see; I'm also capturing the emotions behind the subject.
To the viewer, this invokes a personal connection, as | encourage them to embark on their own
self-fulfilling journey.

Mike is a self-taught artist who made the move to North Carolina to pursue a career as a pencil
artist. It wasn't long before he developed an overwhelming uncertainty in his abilities as an artfist
and as an individual. It took a hike across the summit of a bald mountain called Max Patch to
reignite the flame as he came upon the iconic Appalachian Trail.

Two months later, with no backpacking experience, carrying two sketchbooks and an
assortment of pencils, he began the 2,200-mile pilgrimage from Georgia to Maine. This journey
not only strengthened his belief in himself, but it also giffed him with an undying love for nature
that he's eager to share with others.



